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School (Church Hill Rd)
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Brontë Homeland Picnic Site Knockiveagh (Lisnacroppin Rd
BT34 5NU)
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Alice McClorys Cottage
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Glascar Church and School
(Glascar Rd BT32 5DT)
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HOW TO FIND US
CONTACT INFORMATION
Further information about the Brontë family can be obtained from the
Secretary of the Irish chapter of the Brontë Society:
Miss Margaret K Livingston T: +44 (0) 28 3832 2787
90 High Street, Lurgan, Craigavon, Co. Armagh BT66 8BB

RATHFRILAND

A25

THE BRONTË HOMELAND
For further information or bookings please contact:
Banbridge Tourist Information at
F.E. McWilliam Gallery & Studio
200 Newry Road, Banbridge
Co. Down BT32 3NB
T: +44 (0)28 4062 3322
E: tic@banbridge.gov.uk

Brontë Homeland Interpretative Centre BT34 5PH
(GPS coordinates: N 54° 15.795’ W 006° 08.619’)
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THE BRONTË FAMILY IN IRELAND
Welcome to the Brontë Homeland. The name Brontë or Brunty in various
forms has been associated with this area for over 200 years. Then, as now,
it was farming country. Patrick Brunty, father of the famous literary Brontë
sisters, was born into one of these farming families in 1777. He spent his early
life here before moving to England where he changed his name to Brontë and
became the father of three of English literature’s most famous authors!
A COUNTRY ROMANCE – THE PARENTS’ STORY
Patrick’s father, Hugh Brunty, ran away from home in the Boyne Valley at
the age of 16. He managed to get work at the Mount Pleasant lime kilns,
just north of Dundalk where he earned the princely sum of 2/d a week, (the
equivalent of 71p today).
In the course of his work, Hugh came into contact with many farmers who
transported their lime by cart to the kiln. He made friends with Paddy
McClory who invited Hugh to his family home at Ballynaskeagh. Hugh
immediately fell in love with Paddy’s sister, (Eleanor) Alice.
Her family disapproved of the courtship because Alice was already promised
to another local farmer. However, Hugh obtained work at Donaghmore,
nearer to Alice’s home and the couple continued to court secretly despite
their differing religious backgrounds.
THE HAPPY COUPLE
On the day that Alice was due to marry her fiancé, Joe Burns, she eloped with
Hugh Brunty. The couple were married at Magherally Church in 1776 and
spent their honeymoon in Warrenpoint.
THE PROUD PARENTS
Alice and Hugh’s first son Patrick was born on the 17th March, 1777 in a small
thatched cottage in Emdale. A few years later they were to rent land from the
McClorys at Ballynaskeagh and build a 2 storey house with 3 bedrooms. Hugh
and Alice Brunty’s 10 children were born between 1777-1796.
PATRICK BRONTË
At the age of 14 Patrick started working for the local blacksmith. However,
he was later apprenticed to a linen weaver and worked for a linen draper
producing finely woven cloth. Allegedly the quality of his work slipped as he
became absorbed in reading classic works of literature instead of attending
to his loom. He knew the text of Milton’s “Paradise Lost” by heart and spent
much of his earnings on books. u

He caught the attention of the Rev.
Andrew Harshaw, a local Presbyterian
Minister who was so impressed by the
young man that he gave him free run of
his library and spent many hours tutoring
Patrick. The Rev. Harshaw found him a
teaching post at the nearby Glascar School
from which he was dismissed for forming
a romantic attachment with one of his
pupils.
CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY
Thomas Tighe, rector of Drumballyroney Church of Ireland, encouraged
Patrick to further his education and sponsored his application to St John’s
College, Cambridge as a sizar in 1802 at the age of twenty-five.
It is at this time we believe his change in surname from Brunty to Brontë
took place. It may have been a misunderstanding of Patrick’s Irish accent or
simply that he preferred to adopt this more sophisticated surname. Patrick
studied theology and proved a great scholar, gaining a number of awards
for his academic achievements which enabled him to support himself
throughout college.
Patrick received his degree in 1806 and returned home for a few weeks
where he preached one of his first sermons in Drumballyroney Parish
Church. It was a proud moment for his family and it was remarked upon that
he used no notes at all.

BRONTË HOMELAND DRIVE
1. Drumballyroney Schoolhouse and Church (Church Hill Road background image) - This is the schoolhouse where Patrick, aged 21, taught
for 4 years. The floor would have consisted of compressed mud and the roof
would have been thatched. A turf fire at each end of the room would have
provided the heat. There would have been around 30 pupils in attendance,
ranging from 6-15 years of age with boys and girls being strictly segregated.
The students would have been divided into 3 different groups according
to age. At the side of the schoolhouse is the Brontë family burial plot.
Next door is the Anglican church where Patrick returned to preach his first
sermon after graduating from Cambridge University.
2. Brontë Homeland Picnic Site, Knockiveagh (Lisnacroppin Road) – the
picnic site at Knockiveagh is an ideal place to stop and see the rolling hills
where Patrick Brontë grew up. The picnic area occupies the ruins of a
former shebeen or illicit drinking house and affords a stunning view of the
majestic Mourne Mountains.
3. Alice McClory’s Cottage (Brontë Road) – This small whitewashed cottage
was the childhood home of Patrick’s mother, Alice McClory and is still in the
ownership of the McClory family.

ENGLAND
After returning to England he held curacies in Essex and Shropshire before
becoming minister at Hartshead in 1811. Whilst examiner in theology
at Woodhouse Grove School, he met his wife, Maria Branwell, the two
marrying in December 1812. Six children followed: Maria (1813), Elizabeth
(1815), Charlotte (1816), Patrick Branwell (1817), Emily Jane (1818) and
Anne (1820). In 1820 Patrick was appointed incumbent of Haworth, the
family moving to Haworth Parsonage, now the Brontë Parsonage Museum.
In 1824 Patrick sent his daughters to the Clergy Daughters’ School in
Cowan Bridge, where the harsh conditions contributed to the deaths
from tuberculosis of Maria and Elizabeth. Charlotte used the tragedy for
the opening scenes of “Jane Eyre” one of several well-known novels the
surviving sisters wrote more than twenty years later, the most famous being
“Wuthering Heights”, by Emily.
Like his more famous daughters, Patrick also wrote, having a book of
verse, “Cottage Poems”, published in 1811, the first Brontë to have work
published:
“A cottage on the green;
...The walls were white,
The thatch was neat,
The window bright.”
Patrick Brontë, Cottage Poems
None of Patrick’s children enjoyed long life and Patrick outlived them all,
cherishing their memory until his death in 1861 at the age of 84.
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4. The Birthplace Cottage (Brontë Road) – Little now remains of the
family’s very humble two-roomed cottage in the fairy glen at Emdale. In
1956 its tumbled stones were gathered up, its site protected and a plaque
stating that this was the birthplace of the father of the Brontës placed
within its walls.
5. Glascar Church and Schoolhouse - The Rev. Harshaw, Presbyterian
Minister at Glascar found Patrick a teaching post at the original Glascar
School in the 1790s. He worked here for 5 years before being dismissed
following a minor indiscretion with a female pupil after which he obtained a
teaching post at Drumballyroney.

